uebec should stay
a part of Cana-
da,” says David
Simard, 11, of
Quebee City.
David Hves in the
provinee of Que-
bec, wherel* most ‘people speak
“French. Most of the rest of Cadada is
English- speﬁk‘m’g' Canada is a coun-
wy with fwé mijor cultures, trymg to
live:as-one nation.
Davidls hative language 1§ French
'd'he speaks only a little English,
& and his‘tlassmates were visiting
the Cartier-Brebeuf (kahr-T¥AY-
bray-BUF) ‘Patk in Quebec City.
They, went there 10 learn about early
explorers-—espemally those Whodis-

rtier, a French explorer,
sailed up the St. Lawrence ‘Riyver in
1535, reaching the sites of what are
+ow Monfréal! and-Quebec City, The
“rench later estdblished a colony
~alled New Frdhce, amd ruled it for
150 yedrs.

French rule ‘ended -after British
forces defeated the “Fremch at the
Battle of Quebec in 1759. The 1763
Treaty of Paris transferred almost all
of Frarces territory -in North Ameri-
ca 1o Great Britdin.

A Separate Nat:on?
The Br]tlsh allowed the French to
keép their own language and cuiture.
But urder British rule, the English
Nghguage atid culture came to domi-
)te business and government in

most of Canada. ‘.“'fhis continued
or:Eanada gaihed: ndepen-
rantain' 1_367

Quebec have long felt dcmmated by
the English-speaking rigjority in the
|rest of Canada. They want to preserve
Jthcir French language and way of life,
Some believe that Quebec should be-
corne a separate nation.
The people of Quebec have voted

wice on whether the province should

become independent. Both times,
voters defeated the proposal by a nar-
row margin, most recently in 1995,
Last November, people
in Canada watghed
nervously as Quebec
voters went to the
polls again. This time.i .
they were -electing a
rovincial govérnment. =
The winner was the: /#
Parti Quebec:@ls (Par-
tee aV-BEK -lkwdh),
which wants indepen-
dence for Quebec. TFhe
PQ has ruled Quebet
since 1994 and  has
called for-anether vote on indepen-
dence. Howgver,. its margin of vic-
tory was so-close that most people
49, RQLERpeCt a-new. Wote wright

ti‘feel about Quebec becoming a
s¢parate mation? Students visiting
‘Quighec @ity from a small town in

d
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the Englis‘h-éﬁeai&ng ptovince of
Ontario had mixed feelings about it.

“We learn about it [separation] in
school,” said Jessica Foran, 12.
“But if they want to separate, I don’t
really care.”

Her friend, Brianna Gifford, 13,
feels that if Quebec were to become
independent,  crossing  borders
would become & problem. “Quebec
needs the rest of Catiada.” she said.

And..th test 0 WBanada” needs
Q uve be o
said: othes
studewnts.,

“in my hometn M,,y

— Jessica Fozan
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Daniel Lachance

What would happen to the small.
poorer provinees to the east, such as
Nova Scotia, Prince Edward [sland,
and New Brunswick? Would these
rovi ufrom the rest of

© e are vist
i rn‘? smgre aﬁé t g

On,e of the most meona'ﬁ . Steps is

ominigue Lachan e

Gk, Ganada, it is

important to speak
both Ianguages. i

—Dominique Lachance

French parents must go to French
public schools. So must children of
immigmRE.
- That law also requires that signs be
in_French. Stop signsin Quebeg use
the French word, ARRET. fronically,
stop signs in France use the English
STOP. because the word is recog-
nized by people around the world,
The liw makes exceptions for
trade names, such as McDonald’s
rkin’ Donuts. Other signs
pg=in French, and the govern-
iries * ‘language cops” to make
it people obey the law.
Freneh Canadians have long
been concerned that their culture
was! in danger, In the early 1900s,
churdh leaders in.Quebec urged

- people to haye large.families, to i1-

crease their shdre of Canada's.pop-

L wi whihh rdaﬁcs French the

alation. This phenpmenon ‘'was
called the “revence-nf ithe

__ 1. province

4. independence

e _ 2 site b. legacy
3. separation c. like a state
=] ___ 4. revenge ¢ d. location
ﬁ; 5 heritage 8. getting even
ST :
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one fourth of Canada's 30 million

population,
[n the major. L]“Eies of Q

IEEL':} ! E

One of those towns is \/[ontmaw-

ny, where Daniel Lachance, {5, and
his brother, Dominique, |1, live. *
attend a Frencl school and all my
courses are in French,” Daniel ex-
plained. “English is the‘
tant {anguaoe in the iy
ness language. }3‘
language. French is': r

can speak t0 more people In Cana-
da;it Lsﬂmpertar_),t to speak both lan-
guages.”

The Lachance family is doing
part to preserve tradition. The fa-
ther, Frangois, is an ice-canoe cham-
pion. “My grandfather had to.use an
ice ganeoe to cross the river in the
winter. Today, ice-cance races are

part of the Quebec Winter Carni-

val,” Frangois explained.

And the Fature?

What will the re hold for
Canada? Mo Mam want to
see their stay united. As one
SewW .a g,rand&t-er asked
“Why should Quebec separate from
Canada? Leek i} Europe. It has
many differgnt countries, gach with
its own language. Yet they are unit-
ing—they arg even going to have
the same currency, the euro.”

Pierre Trudeau, a former prime
minister of Cgnada, once compared
(Ganada to a mosajc—a work of art
made of many different pieces. Do-
minique. Daniel, Brianna, Jessica
and/Payidrare partrofenat mosgic.

They a}l are Canadians. At the
same time, they are proud of their
own heritages. As David cajled out.
as he grinned and ran off to,join his
classmates, “Don't forget, my name
is pronounced dah-VEED." o




